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Construction Authority Begins Procurement Process to Hire Design-Build Team  
to Build $1.5 Billion Light Rail Project 

The Foothill Gold Line is the first Measure M-funded rail project to move to construction 

 

Monrovia, CA – Today, the Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority (Construction Authority) issued the 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the Alignment Design-Build Project; initiating a year-long process to hire 
the design-build team that will build the $1.5 billion, six-station Foothill Gold Line light rail extension from 
Glendora to Montclair. The RFQ is the first of a two-step, competitive process, that will result in a short-list of 
the most qualified teams to compete for the work. The RFQ requires interested teams and/or firms to detail 
their qualifications to complete all elements of the light rail project, experience completing similar projects, 
credentials of their key personnel, a staffing plan and their expected main subcontractors. They must also 
demonstrate financial and legal qualifications to conduct the work. 
 
“As the first Measure M-funded rail project out of the gate, we know that interest in the project is very high in 
the industry,” stated Construction Authority CEO, Habib F. Balian. “We have developed a procurement process 
that will provide the Authority the best contractor for the best price; but it starts by identifying the most 
qualified teams and focusing our search on those teams.”  
 
Statements of Qualifications in response to the RFQ are due in January 2018; and will be evaluated by a 
committee of experts who will recommend the short-list of the most qualified and experienced teams to the 
Construction Authority board of directors. Only those teams short-listed through the RFQ process will receive 
the Request for Proposals (RFP), to be released in Spring 2018. The RFP will require the short-listed teams to 
review the engineering and planning for the project and provide their proposals to complete the project. 
 
“We know that there are many qualified teams that could complete this project,” explained Balian. “This initial 
step is critical, as it allows us to narrow the field to those that are most qualified, so we can feel very confident 
moving into the next step.” 
 
The RFQ can be viewed on the Contracting Opportunities section of Construction Authority’s website at 
www.foothillgoldline.org. 
 

### 
 
About the Construction Authority - The Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority (also known as the Metro 
Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority) is an independent transportation planning and 
construction agency created in 1998 by the California State Legislature to plan, design and build the Metro 
Gold Line light rail system from Union Station to Montclair. The agency completed the first segment from 
Union Station to Pasadena in 2003 and the Pasadena to Azusa segment in 2015; both on time and under 
budget. The agency began planning for the Glendora to Montclair segment in 2003; environmentally clearing 
the project under CEQA in 2013. The portion of the project within Los Angeles County (Glendora to Claremont) 
is being mostly funded by Metro's Measure M half-cent sales tax, as well as residual Measure R funds from the 
Pasadena to Azusa segment. The extension to Montclair is being funded by San Bernardino County. A public 
groundbreaking ceremony for the Foothill Gold Line project will be held on December 2, 2017 at Citrus College 
at 9:30 AM. 
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