
 First Measure M Rail Project to Break Ground
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The Foothill Gold Line from Glendora to Montclair is a 12.3-mile extension of the Metro Gold
Line light rail system that currently runs between East Los Angeles and Azusa.  The project is
part of the growing network of rail lines in Los Angeles County and will add new stations, one
in each of the corridor cities: Glendora, San Dimas, La Verne, Pomona, Claremont and Montclair. 
In June, the Los Angeles County Metro Board of Directors approved the Funding Agreement
and Master Cooperative Agreement with the Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority
(Construction Authority) for the light rail project, making the Foothill Gold Line the first 
Measure M-funded rail project to move forward to groundbreaking. (See details on back page).

The Glendora to Montclair segment will be built along the former Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe (ATSF) right-of-way and will share the 100-foot-wide (on average) rail corridor with freight
throughout and Metrolink from Pomona east to Montclair. While the different rail services willffff
share the corridor, they will not share tracks or stations. The Foothill Gold Line will run on its 
own two tracks (one for eastbound and one for westbound trains) with overhead catenary
wires (electric lines) to power the trains. BNSF and Metrolink both operate diesel-powered
locomotives, and will use their own dedicated track(s), to be relocated as part of the project
within the shared rail corridor.

Twenty-eight (28) at-grade (street-level) crossings will be built along the Glendora to Montclair
segment. At these locations, the light rail trains will cross the street at street level, requiring 
traffic to stop for about one minute per train. All at-grade crossings will be improved and
reconstructed as part of the construction of the new light rail line. Additionally, at least 23 
new grade-separated crossings will be completed as part of this project. At these locations,
the Gold Line trains will cross the intersection on a bridge; not interfering with the street level
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. All existing freight bridges are also being rebuilt for the freight 
system (no new freight or Metrolink bridges are being built as part of the Gold Line project).

Newsletter
G L E N D O R A  T O  M O N T C L A I R

Project Timing: two major construction
phases start in 2020

Funding Status: first Measure M-funded 
rail project to break ground

What to Expect During Construction:

learn about temporary and permanent
changes, including what to expect
city by city

About the Construction Authority:

an independent planning and construction
agency responsible only for the
Foothill Gold Line

What is Light Rail?: Find out how light
rail is different than Metrolinkffff

Save the Date: Community Groundbreaking 
Ceremony will be held on December 9 – 
You’re Invited!

Cost:  $1.4 billion to Claremont.
Additional $70 million to reach Montclair

Groundbreaking Year:  2017

Completion Year:  2026

Distance:  12.3 miles

Stations:  Six

Parking:  Parking at all six stations (with 
a total of 5,180 parking spaces for EVs,
bicycle parking and bus and drop off areas)ff

Capacity:  200 passengers per light rail car;
 two- and three-car trains

Speed:  55 mph (maximum)

Daily Train Traffic:  More than 200 Gold
Line trains

Train Power Source:  Electricity
(Overhead Catenary System)

At-Grade (street level) Crossings:  28

New/Renovated Bridges:  23

F A S T  F A C T S

Stay connected !               www.foothillgoldline.org       facebook.com/iwillride          @iwillride          iwillride.org         (626) 471-9050



 Project Timing 
– Two Major Construction Phases

 Construction – What to Expect 

The Foothill Gold Line will officially break ground in December 2017. The first three years of 
the project will be spent relocating utilities, conducting pre-construction activities, hiring a
design-build contractor and finalizing design. Major construction will start in 2020 and involve 
two construction phases: (1) relocating/rebuilding the freight/Metrolink systems and (2) 
building the light rail system.

During the first major phase of the project, the construction will focus on relocating the
existing freight/Metrolink systems to the southern portion of the shared rail corridor (except 
from Lone Hill Avenue in Glendora to Towne Avenue in Pomona, where they will be relocated
to the northern half ). The relocation of the freight/Metrolink systems will need to be 
completed with minimal disruption to operations of these services and will include relocating
the Claremont Metrolink Station along with rebuilding several freight bridges and improving
all of the project’s 28 at-grade crossings. Once the relocation of the freight/Metrolink systems 
is complete, the construction of the Gold Line system will begin. This major phase will include
all elements of the Gold Line light rail project - stations, tracks, communication and safety 
system, parking facilities and much more. Completion is expected in 2026.

Once major construction begins in 2020, the community can expect temporary construction
impacts, including extended street closures at street crossings, short-term lane closures, noise -
mostly from construction vehicles during limited construction hours - and other construction-related 
impacts. Community notifications will be provided ahead of construction impacts starting.

Additionally, permanent changes will also occur. Permanent changes include (but are not limited to) 
a new station and associated parking facility in each corridor city, safety enhancements at all street 
crossings (raised medians, red curbing and turn restrictions within 100 feet of the rail corridor at all
street crossings), new fencing and walls to secure the rail corridor and provide noise protection where
required, relocation of the freight/Metrolink track(s) closer to the edge of the corridor to make room 
for the two light rail tracks, new overhead lines to power the Gold Line system, and the addition of 
more than 200 train trips in the corridor per day. Additionally, each city will have unique permanent
changes:

Glendora: In Glendora, new light rail bridges will be built over the intersection of Foothill Boulevard/
Grand Avenue, at Lone Hill Avenue and at Route 66 (where the existing freight bridge will also be 
relocated and rebuilt as part of the project). West Ada Avenue will be permanently closed near the 
Glendora Station and made into a cul-de-sac; and either Elwood Avenue or Glenwood Avenue will be 
permanently closed.  These closures aim to improve safety along the corridor and are required by 
the California Public Utilities Commission.

Major construction 
will start in 2020 and
involve two phases

Work Plan
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San Dimas: In San Dimas, the California Public Utilities Commission is currently evaluating
whether the Gold Line tracks will need to be grade-separated on a bridge over the Bonita Avenue/
Cataract Avenue intersection (more information will be known in the coming months). If a bridge
is required, Monte Vista Avenue will need to be permanently closed.

La Verne: In La Verne, the California Public Utilities Commission is currently evaluating whether 
the Gold Line tracks will need to be grade-separated on a bridge over White Avenue (more 
information will be known in the coming months). Freight and Metrolink tracks would remain 
at-grade (street level).

Pomona: In Pomona, new light rail bridges (for the Gold Line only) will be built over Garey and
Towne Avenues. Additionally, the California Public Utilities Commission is likely going to require
changes to the Pomona North Metrolink Station access from Fulton Avenue; minimally restricting
turns in and out in the future and possibly requiring a full closure of the driveway (more details
will be available in the coming months). 

Claremont: In Claremont, the Metrolink Station will be moved from its current location west 
of College Avenue, several hundred feet east of College Avenue. Additionally, the California
Public Utilities Commission is currently evaluating whether the Gold Line tracks will need 
to be grade-separated on a bridge over Indian Hill Boulevard (more details will be known
in the coming months).

Montclair: Minimal permanent changes are anticipated in the City of Montclair. 

 Funding 
In June 2017, the Los Angeles County Metro Board of Directors approved the Funding
Agreement (FA) and Master Cooperative Agreement (MCA) for the Foothill Gold Line light
rail project from Glendora to Montclair – making the project the first Measure M rail project
to move forward.  Measure M is the half-cent sales tax measure approved by Los Angeles 
County voters in November 2016. The FA and MCA lay the framework for $1.4 billion to
be available to complete the Los Angeles County portion of the project (from Glendora 
to Claremont), and the roles and responsibilities of the Foothill Gold Line Construction
Authority (Construction Authority) and LA County Metro as partners to complete the line
in the coming years.  

The Glendora to Montclair segment is also receiving some residual Measure R funding left
over from the Pasadena to Azusa project, in addition to other funding yet to be identified. 
The Construction Authority is also working with the San Bernardino County Transportation
Authority to identify the funding to build the portion of the project into San Bernardino
County (Claremont to Montclair). 

The majority of project 
funding is coming from 
the Los Angeles County 
Traffic Improvement Plan 
(Measure M).
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The Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority (Construction Authority) is an independent
transportation planning, design and construction agency created by the California State
Legislature to build the Gold Line light rail system from Union Station in downtown
Los Angeles to Montclair. The Construction Authority is independent from Los Angeles 
County Metro (Metro); however, the two agencies work closely together during the planning 
and construction process and the Construction Authority builds the line to meet Metro’s
specifications. Other partner agencies include Metrolink, Caltrans, San Bernardino County 
and the six corridor cities.  

The Construction Authority completed the 13.9-mile Los Angeles to Pasadena segment in 
2003, and the 11.5-mile Pasadena to Azusa segment in 2015 - both on time and on budget. 
The Construction Authority began planning for the Glendora to Montclair extension in 
2003, and since that time has completed environmental review and advanced conceptual 
engineering and is now readying the project for construction.

Once the Construction Authority has completed each project segment, it is turned over
to Metro to operate and maintain. 

 About the Construction Authority

Light Rail, such as the Gold Line, is a form of public transit designed to provide a safe,
dependable and environmentally-friendly transportation option for everyday use. Light rail
operates on fixed steel rails in a dedicated rail corridor, using overhead electrical lines called
the Overhead Catenary System to power the trains. Gold Line trains are capable of operating
as single or multiple-units of cars, each able to carry up to 200 passengers (sitting and 
standing) and they operate more than 20 hours every day. At top speed, light rail trains travel 
at approximately 55 miles per hour and typically run every 7-10 minutes during peak hours 
and 15-20 minutes during off-peak hours. ffff

Lighter trains, powered by electricity through an Overhead Catenary System, that can
easily speed up and slow down.
Stations are located about every mile to service riders traveling city to city.
Trains operate more than 20 hours per day, and at frequent intervals (7-10 minutes during
peak hours and 15-20 minutes during off-peak hours).ffff
Trains use a “quacker” warning sound, a localized warning heard only at the nearest street
crossing, not the loud horn required by federal law for locomotives.

 What is Light Rail Transit? 

Gold Line, Light Rail

Metrolink, Commuter Rail
Larger, diesel-powered locomotives that bring commuters in from outlying areas.
Regional stations are spaced several miles apart allowing for fewer stops.
The San Bernardino Line has frequent peak AM and PM service during commute hours
with service occurring every hour or so during non-peak times.
Trains use a louder horn required by federal law, but Metrolink is working with local
communities to create Quiet Zones to reduce horn noise wherever possible.

Note: The Gold Line tracks will run parallel to Metrolink through most of the Glendora to Montclair
segment; providing added choices for riders and opportunities for riders to utilize both systems 
with transfers at Pomona, Claremont and Montclair.

Questions about the Groundbreaking  

or about the Foothill Gold Line project? 

Call (626) 471-9050 or email
publicaffairs@foothillgoldline.org. ffff

If you haven’t already, take a minute to
sign up to receive community information
updates and future construction updates
at www.foothillgoldline.org.

Above: Light Rail. Below: Commuter Rail.
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Foothill Gold Line 

Glendora to Montclair 

Groundbreaking Ceremony

Saturday - December 2, 2017

Citrus College, Glendora  CA

Details to be available soon at 
www.foothillgoldline.org

S A V E  T H E  D A T E !

406 East Huntington Drive, Suite 202
Monrovia, CA 91016
626.471.9050 
www.foothillgoldline.org


